Intellectually, I understood that a large number of books were published about the Civil War every year. I also realized that with this being the sesquicentennial of the conflict, even more books were being released now. But, now that I have taken over the editorship of the Civil War Book Review and I have seen the piles of books being published about the conflict still filling my office, it is staggering. This avalanche of scholarship shows just how vital research into the war is, and this issue of the Review displays this in wonderful detail. From new looks at many traditional military and political aspects of the war, to new topics that are just now coming to light, the scholarship of the Civil War period has never been better or more varied. Gretchen Long's new work, Doctoring Freedom: The Politics of African American Medical Care in Slavery and Emancipation, is the subject of this issues Author Interview, and is a perfect example of how new subjects are constantly being explored. Dr. Long's work delves into an area of that has not been well studied, the importance of medical care as an expression of freedom and independence for slaves and freedmen before, during, and after the war.
Our featured reviews this issue cover a wide variety of traditional and non-traditional aspects of the period, blazing new trails to future study. Caleb Beyond the reviews featured this issue, Michael Taylor continues his excellent column of Civil War Treasures, focusing on how Southerners filled the gaps in education without access to northern book publishers. While the Sesquicentennial Column features a review of the current standing of the military history of the Civil War by Earl Hess, an expert in the field.
As I take over the Review I would be remiss if I did not thank all of the authors, publishers, and reviewers that make a publication like this possible and highly enjoyable to work at. Thank you for all of your time and effort which continues to drive forward our understanding of this complex period in American history.
